Meet the Green Zone Board:                                                      Carol Albietz, President

Carol Albietz’s 25 some years in the immunohematology field made her a natural for her current volunteer work in composting, gardening and Green Zone leadership.

“It’s science,” she explained. “It’s all science.”

With a bachelor of science degree in biology from Fairleigh Dickinson University in her home state of New Jersey, Albietz worked in hospital laboratories in Florida and Missouri. After achieving certification as a Specialist in Blood Bank Technology, she accepted a job with a manufacturer of diagnostic testing reagents in Miami.  There she did everything from preparing specimens for hands-on workshops to providing technical sales training and customer service for the company’s blood bank testing products around the world.  

While in Miami, Albietz got involved with the Sierra Club and started camping, hiking, canoeing, snorkeling, and even learned to snow ski in trips to Colorado. But she says her interest in the outdoors and natural resources probably started earlier since her father was an avid gardener and composter.

After she left her job with the blood bank in Spokane, Albietz spent time becoming a Master Composter and volunteering with The Green Zone Committee shortly after the organization was formed in 1996.  She became the Spokane Regional Solid Waste System’s volunteer coordinator for Master Composters and was instrumental in moving a composting demonstration site from Manito Park to the current Green Zone site.

“I like composting because it not only reduces trash,” Albietz says, “but when you use compost on your garden, it also helps keep fertilizing and watering needs down. Composting IS sustainability. It makes perfect sense to me. ”

Albietz has been conducting tours of Spokane’s Waste to Energy Plant for several years, helps with paper recycling programs in local schools, and in 2002 worked to become a Master Gardener.

As Green Zone president, Albietz wants to improve coordination between Master Composter and Master Gardener efforts. She’s especially interested in Integrated Pest Management (IPM), which is taught in the Master Gardener program but not always followed by all practitioners.

“I like troubleshooting,” Albietz says. “Trying to get at the root cause of a problem and finding solutions is very satisfying. I also like working with people who are interested in the sustainability of our planet.  I’m amazed that some people really don’t ‘get it’. ”
