Meet the Green Zone Board:                                                                                        Ann Murphy, Vice-President

Ann Murphy, Recycling Education Coordinator for the Spokane Regional Solid Waste System since 1990, is a founding member of The Green Zone Committee who has  periodically served as president or vice-president. 

Ann initiated and continues to coordinate The Green Zone tours and field trips, mostly for student classes. She has been The Green Zone’s grant-writing queen, securing thousands of dollars over the years from the Washington Department of Ecology’s Public Participation Grants  program and other sources. 
As Spokane Regional Solid Waste System's education liaison with schools and communities throughout Spokane County, Ann is responsible for Master Composters and the Spokane Waste to Energy Facility tour program.
“Reduce, reuse, recycle” is not just a slogan for Ann. Both personally and professionally, she lives and promotes sustainability and stewardship, with an emphasis on waste reduction, recycling, composting, proper household hazardous waste disposal, and trash disposal. 

“It’s hard for me to throw things away that still have some use or value,” she said. “I enjoy the ‘ah-ha’ look on people’s faces, whether grade schoolers or adults, when they tour the Waste to Energy facility and begin to see how much garbage we toss each day.  It’s important to understand what a huge impact all the stuff we consume has on our environment.”
In her efforts to educate and provide training, Ann works tirelessly to bring meaningful environmental events to the public.  She organizes and supports waste reduction, recycling and composting activities at community events such as Hoopfest, Earth Day, Valleyfest, Kids Day at Riverfront Park, Arbor Day and the Spokane Youth Environmental Conference.  
Ann customizes recycling educational programs to fit the needs of local schools or civic organizations and is the first to volunteer when media interviews are requested.  Ann truly enjoys helping people to learn how to take care of our earth.

Ann works collaboratively with other environmental organizations and agencies with similar interests to bring a unified message to the public.  She makes sure staff has the information necessary to respond to inquiries from the public about activities.

Ann's dedication to community service includes her participation with the League of Women Voters, and as a member of the City of Spokane Green Team, Washington State Recycling Association's Education Committee, Spokane Region E3 Summit Steering Committee and Washington Green Schools Steering Committee.  
Ann originally pursued education as a career path, earning a bachelor’s degree from the University of Montana. Two decades ago she saw an ad for the education position with Solid Waste and found the perfect fit for her training and her lifelong interest in sustainability.

In her spare time, Ann is an avid bicycle rider and enjoys swimming and skiing.
